The Investiture of NN and NN as Baron and Baroness of Ponte Alto 

Entry of Their Majesties 

Their Majesties shall enter Court in such order and with such companions as shall please Them; but They shall be preceded by the Flags of Ponte Alto, who shall disport themselves at the head of the procession to the wonderment of the lookers-on; and by pretty children who shall strew flowers in Their Majesties’ path; and music shall play. 

Then shall Their Majesties conduct such business as shall please them. 

Retirement of Their Excellencies Thomas and Denise 

Then, when the business of Royal Court shall be complete, shall Their Majesties’ Herald command the last item, as follows: 

T.M. Herald: Let now Thomas of Calais and Denise Duvalier, Baron and Baroness of Ponte Alto, come before Their Majesties. 

Then shall Their Excellencies come before the thrones, wearing the regalia of Baron and Baroness, and bearing the sheaf of wheat, and make obeisance. 

Crown: Most noble Baron and Baroness, you have kept your lands well in service to the folk of the Barony and to the Crown. We are right pleased to see the prosperity and industry of the Barony of Ponte Alto, and We know that you have had no small hand in this. But now the time has come, as law and custom ordain, that you retire from your estate as Baron and Baroness, and that other hands take up the burdens that you have so honorably borne. 

T.M. Herald: Let the Barony of Ponte Alto receive again the tokens of rank and authority with which Their Excellencies were vested upon their elevation. 

Then folk shall come forth, and receive the coronets of the Barony, and shall place them reverently upon cushions, and bear them to the side of the hall. And likewise shall they divest Their Excellencies of the cloaks of the Baron and Baroness, and bear them away to the side also. 

Then Their Excellencies shall kneel before the Monarchs, and they shall say: 

Their Excellencies: Now do we, Thomas and Denise, return Ponte Alto to Your Majesties’ stewardship, to do with as You and the folk of Ponte Alto shall think good. 

Then Their Excellencies shall return to the Crown the sheaf of wheat, as the token of sovereignty over Ponte Alto, and the Crown shall receive it, saying: 

Crown: We thank you for your good stewardship, and receive this precious land back again. 

Then the Crown may make such additional ceremony as may seem fit, to mark the service of Thomas and Denise to the Barony of Ponte Alto. 

Then Thomas and Denise shall rise, and make obeisance, and withdraw. 

Crown: Now let Us see the good folk of Ponte Alto, on whose behalf these great deeds have been done, and summon them to witness what shall happen here. 

Summoning of Ponte Alto 

Then shall Their Majesties’ Herald call upon the folk of Ponte Alto, saying: 

T.M. Herald: Folk of Ponte Alto hear and attend, for these solemn ceremonies touch you closely. 

Then shall Their Majesties’ Herald call upon the officers of Ponte Alto, saying: 

T.M. Herald: Who are the officers of Ponte Alto? Their Majesties command that you stand forth to witness this solemn ceremony. 

Then shall the officers of Ponte Alto stand forth and approach the thrones, and do honor to Their Majesties; and all the while the Herald of Ponte Alto shall read forth all their names. Then shall they withdraw a little upon either side, that they may stand as witnesses to the investiture but may not prevent any from observing it. 

P.A. Herald: Majesties of Atlantia, and folk of Ponte Alto, these are the officers of our splendid Barony: 

Lord Miles de Locwode, Seneschal of Ponte Alto.

Lady Marsaili Johnston of Lochwood Moss, Minister of Minors.

Lady Celia of Rosedale, Minister of Arts & Sciences

Lord Duncan the Elder, Knight Marshal.

Lady Luce Antony Venus, Chatelaine.

Lady Ursula Gilforde, Chronicler of Ponte Alto.

Lady Katharine Devereaux, Chancellor of the Exchequer.

Baroness Agnes Daunce, Minister of the Lists.

Lady Courtney de Hoghton, Web Minister.

And I have the honor to be Baron Ranulf of Waterford, Herald to Ponte Alto, with my deputies. 

And when the officers are withdrawn, Their Majesties’ Herald shall call upon the Baron- and Baroness-Designate, saying: 

T.M. Herald: Who now shall be Baron and Baroness of Ponte Alto? Their Majesties command that you stand forth, that all may know you. 

Then shall N and N enter in procession, attended as shall seem good to them and the folk of Ponte Alto. And music shall play. They shall approach the thrones and do reverence unto Their Majesties. 

Then shall The Herald of Ponte Alto say: 

P.A. Herald: Your Majesties, now are NN and NN come before You, to do reverence in the name of the Barony of Ponte Alto and to swear with You the compact between the Barony of Ponte Alto and the Crown of Atlantia. 

T.M. Herald: People of Ponte Alto, is it your will that the said N and N shall be your Baron and Baroness, and that likewise they shall speak for you in this compact with the Crown? 

And all the folk shall cheer and cry out in assent. 

Then Their Majesties shall command N and N, saying: 

Crown: Now kneel before Us. 

Investiture of Baron and Baroness 

Then shall N and N kneel before Their Majesties and place their hands between the hands of the Monarchs, in token of fealty. And Their Majesties’ Herald shall say: 

T.M. Herald: NN and NN, are you come here before Their Majesties and the people of Ponte Alto, in faith and truth, to pledge yourselves to serve both Kingdom and Barony as Baron and Baroness of Ponte Alto? 

B&B: We have come here freely, in all good faith, and without any deception, and it is our intent to serve in all things as best we may. 

T.M. Herald: Hear now, people of Ponte Alto, what your service must be: to refrain from any action harmful to the Kingdom of Atlantia; to provide to the Crown and Kingdom your aid in times of need, and your counsel in times of asking. And each of you, man, woman, or child, always to strive to embody the virtues which should be seen in such noble folk: to be true to your given word, eager in service, courteous to all, respectful to the great, and generous to the small. 

B&B: We so pledge, for ourselves and for the folk of Ponte Alto. 

T.M. Herald: Hear now, N and N, what your service and fealty must be: to be a good and gracious Lord and Lady to these your people; to speak gently and truthfully for them to the Crown, and for the Crown to them; to praise and reward such as do well; and instruct and correct such as do ill, insofar as the Crown shall give you leave. 

B&B: We so pledge, to the Crown of Atlantia and to the Barony of Ponte Alto. 

P.A. Herald: Hear now, Ragnarr and Kyneburh, the fealty of the Crown as promised by Your predecessors: to refrain from actions harmful to Your Barony of Ponte Alto; to provide aid in times of need and counsel in times of asking; to dispense justice, mercy, and equity to all folk of Ponte Alto, however small their quarrel or low their degree; to protect them from dangers both within and without; and to welcome them, and these their Baron and Baroness, into Your Court. 

Crown: We pledge to Ponte Alto, and to you, N and N, the fealty of the Crown of Atlantia, for ourselves and for all those who shall follow us. 

P.A. Herald: People of Ponte Alto! You have heard and witnessed these pledges on our behalf. Do you affirm and acknowledge them? 

And all the folk shall cheer and cry out in assent. And N and N shall rise. 

Then shall Their Majesties and N and N seal these pledges with a kiss, or an embrace, as shall seem good to them. Then shall Their Majesties present unto N and N the sheaf of wheat, saying: 

Crown: Receive from Us now this token of your benefice, which you hold in trust from the Crown of Atlantia and in the name of the people of Ponte Alto. 

And N and N shall receive it, saying: 

B&B: We thank Your Majesties, and shall be ever faithful to this trust. 

And the Herald of Ponte Alto shall say: 

P.A. Herald: Now let them be vested in the robes of Ponte Alto. 

Then shall attendants stand forth, bearing the cloaks of the Baron and Baroness, and shall attire N and N in them, and shall retire. And the Herald of Ponte Alto shall say: 

P.A. Herald: Now let them be created in their new station. 

Then shall come forth the attendants bearing the Coronets upon cushions, and come to their Majesties, and kneeling present the Coronets. And N and N shall kneel. And Their Majesties shall take up the Coronets and place them upon the heads of N and N, saying: 

Crown: Now with solemn joy do We, Ragnarr Rex and Kyneburh Regina, create and invest you, NN and NN, Baron and Baroness of Ponte Alto. 

Then shall Their Excellencies rise and face the people, and the Herald of Ponte Alto shall stand forth and cry: 

P.A. Herald: People of Ponte Alto! Behold the Baron and Baroness of Ponte Alto! 

And all the people shall cheer and cry out, as seems good to them. And when the cheering is accomplished, Their Excellencies shall turn again unto Their Majesties, and say: 

Their Excellencies: Most Royal Majesties, this is a day of great joy to all Your folk of Ponte Alto. In sign whereof, we beseech that You accept this nutmeg in token of our thanks and gratitude. 

Then shall one stand forward bearing the gift and Their Excellencies shall take it and present it to Their Majesties. 

Then shall they ask leave of Their Majesties to hold court, saying: 

Their Excellencies: And now, dread Sovereigns, we ask Your gracious leave to conduct before You the Court of the Barony of Ponte Alto. 

Then shall Their Majesties give assent and Their Excellencies shall take their places upon the Baronial chairs. 

Court of the Barony of Ponte Alto 

P.A. Herald: Now let all folk draw near for the first Court of N and N, Baron and Baroness of Ponte Alto. 

And the officers shall retire to their seats as well, and the Herald and Their Excellencies’ attendants shall attend upon Their Excellencies. Then shall Their Excellencies conduct their Court as seems good to them, to accomplish the following: 

· to confirm the officers of Ponte Alto in their offices; 

· to present the Garland, the Bead, and the other awards of Ponte Alto; 

· and to conduct other such formal business, as shall be requested by guests from outside Ponte Alto’s borders. 

Then shall Their Excellencies close their Court, and Their Majesties shall close Their Court, if they so desire, and Their Majesties, Their Highnesses, and Their Excellencies shall withdraw, and music shall play. And the Heralds shall cry "Vivat!" in the usual manner. 

Then shall Their Excellencies retire, that they may sit in state and conduct the private business and ceremonies of Ponte Alto (as, gifts from the folk of the Barony, or appointments to the Baronial Household) and permit our guests to go about their business. 


Credits: 

The original ceremony was written by Duchess Ysabeau Cameron for the investiture of Niall and Teleri as Founding Baron and Baroness of Ponte Alto. It was subsequently revised by her for the investiture of Ranulf and Caitlyn to reflect Ponte Alto’s status as a continuing barony.

Minor revisions and editorial changes were made by Ranulf of Waterford reflect the wishes of Niall and Teleri, Ranulf and Caitlyn, and TRM Cuan and Brigit.  Notes are by Ranulf of Waterford.

Notes:

N is a placeholder for the given name of the Baron and/or Baroness (e.g. John)

NN is a placeholder for the full name (e.g. John Wassname of Wheredat)

The following items are needed for the ceremony: an item to symbolize the transfer of the fief (a sheaf of wheat is traditional) and a token of tribute to Their Majesties (traditionally a nutmeg).

